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Transposing and Transfiguring Mother Goose:
Quotations and Intertextuality
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Sing a song o’ sixpence, a handful of rye,
Four-and-twenty blackbirds baked in a pie;
When the pie was opened the birds began to

sing,
Was n’t that a dainty dish to set before the
King? (Baum 19)
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The Red Cow, drawing in her breath, gave one
huge tremendous jump and the earth fell away
beneath her. She could see the figures of the
King and the Courtiers growing smaller and
smaller until they disappeared below.

(Marry Poppins 75)
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Pussy cat, pussy cat, where have you been?

I’ve been to London to look at the queen.

Pussy cat, pussy cat, what did you there?

I frightened a little mouse under her chair.,
(Iona and Peter Opie 423-4)
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Old King Cole
Was a merry old soul,
And a merry old soul was he;
He called for his pipe,
And he called for his bowl,
And he called for his fiddlers three.
Every fiddler, he had a fiddle,
And a very fine fiddle had he;
Twee tweedle dee, tweedle dee, went the
fiddlers.
Oh, there’s none so rare
As can compare
With King Cole and his fiddlers three.
(Iona and Peter Opie 156-7)
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Twinkle, twinkle, little bat!

How I wonder what you're at!

Up above the world you fly,

Like a tea-tray in the sky.

Twinkle, twinkle, -- (Carroll 86-7)
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The Queen of Hearts, she made some tarts,
All on a summer day:
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The Knave of Hearts, he stole those tarts,
And took them quite away! (Carroll 132)
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Tweedledum and Tweedledee
Agreed to have a battle;

For Tweedledum said Tweedledee
Had spoiled his nice new rattle.

Just then flew down a monstrous crow,
As black as a tar-barrel;
Which frightened both the heroes so,
They quite forgot their quarrel.
(Carroll 215)
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FIHEN TRV, 3ATSCAS AR TH-7
WEARZFNEZo/bDHIZT ) ADEE-> T b,
BOETTVANEDETHEEB) & LTED
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The lion and the Unicorn were fighting for the
crown:

The Lion and the Unicorn all round the town.

Some gave them white bread, some gave them
brown:

Some gave them plum-cake and drummed them
out of town. (Carroll 268-9)
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Hush-a-by lady, in Alice’s lap!

Till the feast’s ready, we’ve time for a nap:
When the feast’s over, we’ll go to the ball—
Red Queen, and White Queen, and Alice, and
o all! (Carroll 306)
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Hush-a-bye, baby, on the tree top,
When the wind blows the cradle will rock;
When the bough breaks the cradle will fall,
Down will come baby, cradle, and all.

(Iona and Peter Opie 70)
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quoth the bee; / Buz and hum they cry, and so do
we!” (48)) d<¥—  F—APLDFHATH 5,
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Four-and twenty tailors

Went to catch a snail,

The best man amongst them

Durst not touch her tail;

She put out her horns

Like a little kyloe cow,

Run, tailors, run! or she’ll have you all
e'en now!  (48)
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Three little mice sat down to spin,

Pussy passed by and she peeped in.

What are you at, my fine little men?

Making coats for gentlemen.

Shall I come in and cut off your threads?

Oh, no, Miss Pussy, you'd bite off our heads!
(49)
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